PAGE  
2

Elementary Lesson Plan (Structural Approach): Recognizing Community Settings by Visual Cues

Grade: 2nd or 3rd

Objectives

Students will be able to classify urban, suburban, and rural settings using background cues in works of art.

Students will be able to compare and contrast the urban, suburban, and rural settings in the works of art.

Standards

State Social Studies Standard. The student will compare and contrast rural, urban, and suburban communities and describe how the local community has changed physically and demographically over time.

National Council for Social Studies Standards. III. People, Places, and Environments: Describe how people create places that reflect ideas, personality and culture. IV. Individual Development and Identity: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence the individual's daily life and personal choices.

Materials

1 copy per group of American Gothic by Grant Wood

1 copy per group of New Kids in the Neighborhood by Norman Rockwell

1 copy per group of Walking to Church by Norman Rockwell

1 overhead of each painting

1 overhead of another painting with good background clues, but an indoor setting

Procedures

Present Goals and Establish Set

Tell students that they are going to continue to study the different types of communities in which people live. Ask what a community is and what they know about communities.

Present Information

Tell students that there are three types of communities: urban, suburban, and rural. Ask students to generate some characteristics of each and write them on the board.

Explain that students are going to study three paintings in cooperative groups. Students will identify and list at least three background clues in each painting. Based on the clues, decide if the setting is urban, suburban, or rural and explain your reasons. On the board write: What do you see in the background? Where is this picture? What clues make you think that? Illustrate with a painting of an indoor scene placed on the overhead.

Organize Students into Learning Teams

Students work in their heterogeneous table groups. Distribute a copy of each of the paintings to each group along with a note-taking sheet. Instruct students to talk about what they see, then record their answers to the questions on the board in the appropriate place on their note-taking sheet. Include the name of the painting, at least three background clues, what the setting is, and why they think so. Each group does all three paintings. Teacher assists groups as needed.

When groups are finished, place an overhead of one of the paintings on the overhead. Ask students which setting it is and what clues make them think so. Ask additional thinking questions such as:

American Gothic: What do you think these people do?

New Kids: Do you think they will become friends?

Walking to Church: What day do you think it is? Why are they walking to church?

Test for Understanding

To assess understanding, have each student individually draw a picture of people in one of the settings and include at least three background clues. Students will write a title for their picture and one sentence about it.

Homework: Students will collect and bring in pictures from newspapers magazines, storybooks, or comics that illustrate the three settings.

Closure

Ask students what they learned about rural, urban, and suburban communities. Ask students what they learned about using background clues and how they help us draw conclusions about places and people.

Provide Recognition

The students' drawings will be hung on a bulletin board, grouped by urban, suburban, and rural.

Assessment

Group work will be evaluated on the on the completeness and accuracy of the note-taking sheets.

Individual work will be assessed on the drawings (see rubric). They will also be informally assessed on the pictures they bring in: teacher will make written notes of any inaccuracies.

Differentiation

Table groups have been formed heterogeneously based on abilities and social skills.

Source: Adapted from a lesson plan by Kea Cosgrove-Grogan, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA/Randolph Elementary School, Arlington, VA, 2001.
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